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Press Release from P. E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG regarding: final report for 25th CONTROL

25th CONTROL – Industry Event in a Festive Mood
Tremendous anniversary success, 2008 levels reached once again, increased internationalism amongst expert visitors, concrete RFQs and better contact with decision makers than for quite some time

In a single sentence: It was a lavish celebration with smooth running business as well – from outstanding leads right on up to concrete RFQs! There’s not really anything to add to this formulation chosen by the exhibitor advisory board, who met towards the end of the 25th CONTROL international trade fair for quality assurance at the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre. Because with 820 exhibitors from 27 countries around the world, CONTROL more than lived up to its reputation as a leading international trade fair for all aspects of quality assurance during its anniversary year. This is not least evidenced by the 24,462 expert visitors from 72 nations who journeyed to the economic heart of Europe in Stuttgart for the industry event. As opposed to the previous year, this translates into a 5% increase in internationalism to a total of 22% foreign expert visitors.

Already on the first day of the trade fair, namely 3 May 2011, expert visitors streamed full force into the four completely occupied halls of the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre, and the influx continued in an unrestrained manner until the event closed on Friday the 6th of May. Not even the most daring optimists from amongst the exhibitors, or private trade fair promoters P. E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG, expected things to go this well, although the expectations were by no means subdued thanks to the once again strong economic situation. Longstanding CONTROL project manager Gitta Schlaak characterised the atmosphere as follows: “It was simply fabulous to see how many exhibitors took advantage of CONTROL’s 25th birthday as their most important business platform and presented themselves with new-found strength to expert visitors from all of the world’s markets at elegantly designed and extravagantly laid out booths with their latest products. It was a genuine showcase, and the expert visitors contributed to the event’s great success right from the very beginning with concrete RFQs and emphatic demand for products and solutions for their QA requirements.”

In the end, the highly informative supplementary events were also crowned with success, for example the two exhibitor forums in halls 1 and 7, as well as the special show entitled “Contactless Measuring Technology”, which was promoted once again this year by the Fraunhofer Vision Alliance. Furthermore, the theme park for “Quality Assurance in Medical Engineering” and the new “Actuator Technology” theme park drew so much attention that news of success regarding orders and noteworthy contact with decision makers drifted in from this area as well. “Trade Fair Coach” services offered for the first time by the Fraunhofer Institute IPM were also well received, so that its continuation is already in planning. In particular cooperative collaboration amongst the CONTROL trade fair and the above mentioned institutes can be viewed as a building block for CONTROL’s international success, because these partners are more than just “conceptual cosponsors”, and since time-to-market for new technologies is considerably reduced as a result.

Finally, the climax of the 25th CONTROL was the presentation of the Baden-Württemberg Competence Award, which was conferred again in 2011 in the “company” and “entrepreneur” categories. Wilhelm Layher GmbH & Co. KG from Güglingen-Eibensbach, Germany, was honoured in the company category, and Mr. Ernst Prost from Ulm, Germany, was distinguished in the entrepreneur category. Layher is a manufacturer of system scaffolding and, amongst other considerations, was honoured with the award for its “lived” innovative spirit which is aligned strictly towards customer requirements and benefits for the user. Entrepreneur Ernst Prost, managing shareholder of engine oil specialists Liqui Moly, received the coveted distinction “for his humanity and courage which he sees as the key to the success of his company, although he nevertheless understands economic activity as a social duty.”

With the successful promotion of the 25th CONTROL international trade fair for quality assurance, trade fair promoters P. E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG are bolstering their reputation as “innovators and creators” of technical trade fairs. Beyond this, the trade fair location in Stuttgart is enhanced and lastingly strengthened by such highly esteemed international industry events. The next, i.e. the 26th CONTROL, will take place from the 8th through the 11th of May, 2012, naturally at the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre once again.
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