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Press Release from P. E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG
Regarding: CONTROL 2009 at the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre

23rd CONTROL – a Ray of Hope

Outstanding visitor quality and cautious optimism, expectations more than fulfilled, Balluff receives the “Baden-Württemberg Award for Competence in Innovation and Quality” at CONTROL

Anticipated with excitement, launched with cautious optimism, finished off with a sense of satisfaction – in brief, this is more or less the way things went at this year’s CONTROL international trade fair for quality assurance, which took place at the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre from the 5th through the 8th of May, 2009. Already during his opening words at the beginning of the 23rd CONTROL, private trade fair promoter Paul E. Schall made reference to the fact that quality, and not quantity, is at the forefront to a greater extent than ever before, and that as a world leading trade fair for quality assurance CONTROL pursues a single goal alone, namely making worldwide offerings accessible to large numbers of international users. And the event has obviously succeeded in this endeavour during the difficult year of 2009 as well, because for more than 900 exhibitors from all over the world (24 different countries), the 18,857 registered expert visitors from inside and outside of Germany proved to be extremely interested and ready to make decisions.
CONTROL 2009 – Verifiable Business Quality

The expectations of the exhibitor advisory board and the exhibitors were not set as high as they had been in boom years, but in the end all involved parties were very pleasantly surprised and indicated positive results in response to the on-site survey.
“Expectations exceeded, very successful CONTROL 2009 with 10% more leads than in the record breaking year of 2008, Europe’s most important trade fair for measuring technology, number 1 for us as manufacturers of measuring instruments, absolutely worthwhile despite the reduced visitor onslaught, surprisingly good contacts right up through the last day at the event, we registered numerous new leads from foreign countries at CONTROL, we consider the 23rd CONTROL a complete success”
These are just a few of the exhibitor statements, which on the whole offer a realistically optimistic outlook.
Significantly More Internationalism

The marketing and PR campaign in foreign countries near and far played a decisive role in the event’s success, because more foreign visitors than ever before (from more than 60 countries) came to Stuttgart to attend the 23rd CONTROL, more than half of whom arrived by air! And on the Internet as well, there was great demand for information about CONTROL: Nearly a million website visits within 14 days are certainly worthy of note. And the same applies to just as great an extent to the more than 240 journalists from the daily papers and the trade press who formed a clear-cut impression of the current situation within the industry at CONTROL. In addition to this, the visitor survey revealed that 37% were first-time visitors, that the trade fair offerings met the expectations of more than 93% of the expert visitors, and that more than 80% of the expert visitors have a decisive voice with regard to upcoming investments, which in many cases materialised as well.

Outstanding Innovation and Quality Power

Beyond this, according to the exhibitors and the advisory board, 145 European and world’s firsts were unveiled at the 23rd CONTROL, which speaks on the one hand for the industry’s outstanding innovative spirit, and on the other hand in favour of CONTROL as the world’s most suitable platform for this purpose. Last but not least, this year’s winner of the “Baden-Württemberg Award for Competence in Innovation and Quality”, namely Balluff GmbH from Neuhausen in Germany, reflects the innovative spirit and the standing of companies who are deliberately stepping into the limelight during a difficult economic phase with even more innovative power and quality, thus fulfilling the prerequisites for a successful new approach. The next, i.e. the 24th CONTROL, will take place from the 4th through the 7th of May, 2010, naturally at the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre once again.

The Schall Group of Companies
The Schall group organises a total of 26 national and international exhibitions at its own, and at external venues both inside and outside of Germany. Six of these are public exhibitions, for example “Faszination Modellbau”. The other 20 events are technical trade fairs which cover important industry sectors. Motek (handling technology), Optatec (optical technologies) and Car & Sound (mobile electronics) are worldwide, leading technical trade fairs. Fakuma (plastics processing) and Blechexpo (sheet metal processing) are each considered the number two events in their respective industries throughout the world, and Control (quality assurance) is considered number one around the globe. At the events which take place in Germany, 12 to 20% of the visitors come from foreign countries. Alone in Stuttgart, Schall’s Motek, Control and Blechexpo trade fairs occupied at total of more than 1,900,000 square feet of floor space in 2007 (this corresponds to 19 fully occupied pavilions) thus making a considerable contribution to utilisation of the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre. On the twelve days during which these events were held, representatives from roughly 3000 exhibiting companies, as well as approximately 80,000 visitors came to Stuttgart – a significant push for the local economy, service providers, hotels and restaurants. In the meantime, the trade fair concepts for Motek and Control have also been adopted in France, Italy, Austria, Sweden, China and India. Depending upon which events take place in each respective year, the Schall group generates an annual turnover of about €28 million with roughly 50 employees.
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